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approach? Know, that many would be glad to
be wooed as was that old ascetic, and as thou art
now.

IX.

AND then, Aja strove to awake as it were from
a dream. And he shook himself, as if to shake it off,
and he said to himself: I feel that I am falling as it
were a victim to the spell of this passionate and
subtle beauty; and now, unless I stiffen and steel
myself against her, I shall undoubtedly be bewitched
and beguiled beyond the possibility of escape. And
he summoned his resolution, and said, with a sem-
blance of composure: Fair one, thou dost thyself no
injustice in comparing thyself alone to a thousand
queens : for thou art a very incarnation of all the
bewildering fascination of thy sex. And yet, potent
as they are, thy charms are wasted, and resemble
blunted arrows when directed against me. For as
I have already told thee, I am pledged to another,
and proof against thy spell, as doubtless was thy old
ascetic against that bevy of straying queens.

And then Natabhnikuti smiled, and she shook at
him her finger, as she answered: Rash boy, beware :
Be not too sure of the adamantine quality of thy
resistance, nor even of thy wisdom in resisting me at